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Caretaker Interview 1 - Infant/Early Childhood Interview
Part 1- Informed Consent Form
I, Edna Marshall, am requesting that you or your child participate in this classroom assignment.
Your participation is voluntary. You or your child may choose not to participate (or skip any question). If you decide to participate or have your child participate please know that all the information is confidential and no personal details (name, age, address etc.) will be shared except to the instructor for the purposes of submitting finished assignment for a grade. If you choose to stop at any time, there will be no penalty. 
The assignment involves an interview and/or observation (via phone or in person) that will take approximately 30-45 minutes. Your responses will be confidential and we do not collect identifying information such as your name, address, phone number etc. 
The subject of this assignment is regarding biological, cognitive, socioemotional, as well as periods of development in children.  Specifically, I will be asking about these things:
1. What period of development is your child?
2.  Is the stage of development consistent with the typical developmental characteristics of that stage?
3. Do you think the cognitive development of your child is being influenced by their environment?
4. Is the behavior of the child influenced by the people around them?
5. Does the child learn by observing or through spontaneous thoughts?
6. Is your child’s development a progressive process or have you observed distinct stages?
7.  How can you describe your relationship with the child?
8. How can you describe the personality of your kid?
9. Do you think you play a role in forming the personality?
10. Have you observed changes in their personality, emotions, or their relations with people?
I thank you for agreeing to participate. It means a great deal to me and my academic studies.
Participant Signs here_____________________________ (Must be 18 years or older).
Date__________________
 Part II-Analysis and Write-Up
I interviewed a 27-year-old Latin woman from a southeast city. She is single, living with her two-year-old boy. Her child is entering the early childhood stage of development, which spans from 24 months to around six years, typically referred to as the preschool years. She indicated that the child’s physical and cognitive developments have been consistent with the typical characteristics of the respective stages. She believes her child’s cognitive development has been influenced to a greater extent by the environment they live in, including the social and economic settings. The people interacting with the child have affected the child’s behavior as well as his personality. Observational learning has been a crucial part of the boy’s cognitive development, and actions through spontaneous thoughts have rarely been seen. The mother indicated that the child’s growth had been a progressive process rather than a distinct stage of change. In her description of their relationship, they have a cordial and understanding relationship with emotional busts or tantrums rarely exhibited when the mother is around. She indicated that their relationship fluctuates between a tense and cordial one as the child has become more experimental.
The other interview was a 35-year-old African American married woman from a Midwest City with a five-year-old girl. The child was in her late stage of early childhood development and was entering the middle and late childhood stage. The developmental characteristics were as expected for a healthy child of that age. Observational learning was crucial in the child’s behavioral and cognitive development. The girl appears to have exceptional cognitive abilities owing to the intellectual level of the people around her and interaction with children in the playgroup. They have shaped her evaluation of the situation as well as her responses to the various environmental stimuli. The development has been exhibited as distinct stages where the girl would start showing an utterly different upgrade of herself rather than showing a progressive path of developmental stages.
In the first interview, the two-year-old boy depicts the features of early childhood. The child has learned to walk while her social and emotional development is characterized by him throwing temper tantrums in the most unexpected situations. The child is conscious of the world as he can point objects, remember people and pets, and memorize short rhymes and songs (Britto et al., 2017). While he is still unable to express himself completely, he is proficient in basic and common phrases. The second candidate in the interview is in the late stages of early childhood development. She can talk fluently and argue with her mother. She is talkative and questions everything she comes across. She demonstrates an avid curiosity as she lies on the people and the objects around her to learn and develop perceptions about life and the world around her. As she approaches the middle childhood stage, she expresses greater control over the movement of her body and refined motor skills in contrast to the two-year-old boy (Keenan, Evans, and Crowley, 2017). The five-year-old girl exhibits more logical and organized thoughts when dealing with concrete information. She can understand concepts of time, including the past, present, and future, thereby being able to plan ahead. This development lacks in the two-year-old boy who had just entered the early childhood stage. The girl is not entirely into the middle childhood stage, as she displays early childhood characteristics such as temper tantrums.
The responses involving the two children contended with the psychoanalytic theory that development is heavily colored with emotions. The two children display different levels of emotions and rely heavily on their relationship with the mothers, but the girl is more stable emotionally. However, the aspect of unconscious development is barely exhibited by the children, as they respond directly to the stimuli from their environment. The five-year-old girl shows consistency with the socioemotional theory as she is continuously into play and getting together with friends. This is a crucial time as she measures up how she compares with her peers (Duong and Bradshaw, 2017). Erickson noted that industrious children could become successful in their future endeavors as they develop the confidence to face challenges (Côté, 2019). When they fail to gain confidence, inferiority will haunt them in their middle and late childhood.
It became apparent that early childhood experiences could influence development. The five-year-old girl has been exposed to playgroups and interaction with older children. As a result, she depicts a level of cognitive ability typical of children in their middle childhood stage (Côté, 2019). She is barely into this stage, which starts at the age of six. Family relationships are crucial to the child’s development, as they rely on positive handing and reinforcement from their parents to gain emotional stability (De Onis, 2017). The concept of continuity versus discontinuity emerged as the two-year boy depicted progressive developmental changes while the girl’s mother reported transition into distinct stages. This adds to the controversial conclusion of the various developmental theories. Ecological, behavioral, and social cognitive theories indicate that development is a continuous process with no stages. The psychoanalytical, cognitive, and ethological theories postulate a discontinuous developmental process with distinct phases.
Child development is barely a constant or universal process. It varies among individuals, and the theories fail to provide a consensus. However, there is some truth in each of the theories despite the criticisms launched on them. The interviews confirmed environmental influence on cognitive thought. As conscious thought develops in children, it shapes the way they respond to both internal and external stimuli, as well as their behavior and interaction with their peers and older people. These theories indicate that child development is an intricate structure of interrelated components.
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